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nefSIONS OF SUGAR

your families. | wish everyone well for the
Holidays and look forward to a decorated
Town and a visit from Santa on December
41t h. Who knows,
blasts like last year to liven things up.

What will the Council be de
ing with as we near the
years end? The capital3
budget of course. This
when we decide what
projects are either nec
sary or desired to be
completed in the next
fiscal year. These decisio
IN¢an sometimes be challenging'
as Council members, staff and °
residents have various ideas on what the
Town priorities should be.

This leads us to the concept of a Vision for

-PLUMS ? by Mayor Mike Miller

ryes, itds that t i meroaesseasierar | et
start with a compound holiday greeting:

OHappy Thanksgi ving, Merry Chr and
Happy New Year 6 t o alhdetermigings Vir e s i nts and

sion, two of our most challenging questions
are owhered6 and oat
refers to where the Vision applies. | say this

w t

ma yleeusraugh of thed @mn fogus generglly s n

concerns Main Street, or the historic area of
the Town. Letds fac
: Sykesville to drive around the
newer residential neighbor-
., hoods, they visit to see his-
toric sites, eat, or shop in
the retail stores. But what
about the newer residen-
) tial neighborhoods, what
is their place in this Vi-
sion?

Ok, the big one, Cost. Does a

Vision require money? Not necessarily,
but in a practical sense money is generally
required, especially if your Vision involves
change (which most do)
that money is in short supply, so maybe the

Sykesville. Does the Mayor and Town CounVision is a plan that will require some waiting

cil have or need a Vision? At the present, | until funds become available, assuming they

am not sure that the Mayor and Town Coun-will.

cil share a clear and fully developed vision.

But do we need one? Those who believe we

do, assert that it will help us to identify the My big question to Town residents has al-
Townds priorities whWa&dhs itheamn,r n0O QW | Mhceh pc
determine where your money is spent. Thusdollars do you want going into projects to

having a vision can make the decision makinge Vi t al i ze the downt ov

See upcoming EVENTS inside & on the back cover.



Actions of Mayor and Voted 51

) ) To have a Beer Garden at the Fall Festival
Town Council Meetings

Further explanations can be found in the Voted 60

, . . To terminate an employee in the Public Works
minutes of the meetings on our web site

www.sykesville.net Department
September 15, 2010 October 12, 2010
Voted 50 Voted 50
To move proceeds from Little Sykes To approve a bid to stabilize the Stone Buildling
at

Railroad to the reserve investment account.
South Branch Park

Voted 50
To close Cooper Drive for the inspiration walk W] 30

on To hire a part time employee in the
9-1810. Public Works Department

September 27, 2010 Voted 50

Voted 60 To appoint Sean Davis to the Warfield

To appoint Julia Betz to fill the open Town Development Corporation Board.

Council Member position. Voted 50

Voted 60 To have Halloween on Sunday,

To appoint Christopher True as the October 3from 6 pm to 8 pm.

Historic District Commission Liaison.
October 25, 2010

Voted 60 No action taken during this meeting

To appoint Julia Betz as the

Parks and Recreation Liaison. Nevailaer s, A0

No action taken during this meeting
Voted 24

Against having a Beer Garden at the Fall Fes}i-November 22, 2010
val. Voted 60

To approve & accept the audit
October 4, 2010 - Special Meeting



http://www.sykesville.net/

Project Update

by Matt Candland, Town Manager

I n the Fall newsletter | listed and de-equipment and install the rubberized
scribed the capital projects that wersurface was awarded to West Recre
planned for fiscal year 2011 (July 1, 2010 through June t8@y. They completed their work in

2011). In this article | would like provide an update on hdd@vember. It is anticipated that the

these projects are coming along. paving work will be completed in late November and the
fence work in December.

Road Asphalt Overlays I The Town budgeted ap-

proximately $140,000 to overlay (1) Norris Ave. from  Warfield Park Pathway T The Town was awarded

Obrecht Rd. to Kalorama, (2) Hawk Ridge Lane from Narispproximately $37,000 grant from Program Open Space
to Caracara Ct., (3) Caracara Court and (4) Kalorama R@vhich includes an approximately $2,000 Town match) to
from Spout Hill Road to Jennifer Way. The Town awardszhstruct an additional segment of our asphalt pathway in
the job to M.T. Laney. They completed the work in Octdarfield Park. We currently have about % of a mile of

for about $110,000. pathway and hope to add an additional 1,000 to 2,000 feet.

It is anticipated that this work will be completed in the
Police Vehicle i The Town purchased a new Dodge spring of 2011.

Charger to replace a 2002 Dodge Intrepid that had a blown

engine. The vehicle was purchased on State contract fdkelocated Building T The Town has completed the
about $21,000. The total cost, after fitting the carout, wax t er i or restorati on of the
about $27,000. This purchase is being financed over fiweear. The building is located directly across the street from

years. the Post Office/Visitor Center. We are currently working
with Carroll Community Bank (formerly Sykesville Federal
Jones Park Playground i The Town was awarded Bank) to move them into the building. Should they decide

an approximately $100,000 grant from the Community not to locate into this building, the Town will likely place it
Parks and Playground Program (with no required Town on the market. This project has been funded primarily with
match) to redevelop Jones Park. The scope of the workii$100,000 grant from the Community Legacy Program. It

cluded new playground equipment, new rubberized surfage also included approximately $15,000 in Town funding.
underneath the playground equipment, new fencing, and (continued on page 4)
repaving the pathway. The job to replace the playground

E.W. BECK’S PuB

SYKESVILLE, MD
www.ewbecks.com

Bring this ad in for
$3S oft the purchase of $25 or more.
(Please, one coupon/ promotion per table.)

Expires [/31/2011




Project Update continuead)

South Branch Park i Historic Stone BuildirigThe  oncoming traffic. Additionally, drainage swales will be cre-
Town received a $100,000 grant from Howard County aftgd to improve drainage along West Friendship Rd. The
another $100,000 grant from a State bond bill to help int@f@! cost of this project is approximately $14,000. It is an-
stabilization and redevelopment of South Branch Park. tigipated that this work will be completed by the end of No-
park is located directly across the river from downtown. VEReber.

property is owned by Howard County. The Town has a 35 _ _ B

year lease (at $1 per year) on the property. Some of thd@W Warfield Gateway Signs i In October M. Jay
funds have already been spent on site work and repairs/fisberg & Son, Inc. was awarded the job of constructing
the brick warehouse. In October the Town awarded a cdh€ footer and foundation for two new masonry gateway
tract to Colossal Contractors, Inc. for approximately ~ Signs at the entrance of the Warfield Cultural and Com-

$47,000 to stabilize the exterior of the historic stone buildierce Center. The Town is also working with the State
ing, including a new roof, porch, and reconstructed addiPePt. of Corrections to use trustees who have been trained

tion. It is believed that this stone building is one of the N masonry skills to construct the two masonry signs on the
original buildings from the Sykes Mill that was owned arf@undation constructed by Reisberg. There is no cost for

operated by James Sykes inthe early th ®i® 0 6 s . ¢ M\ge tgust eesd labor. The to

pect this work to be completed by the middle of JanuaryPated to be about $20,000 which will include the footer,
foundation, traffic control on Rt. 32, building materials for

South Branch Park T New Paved Entrance and the trustees, and the lettering to be installed on the sign. By
Drainage Improvemenitsin November E & T Concrete  having the trustees construct the sign, thousands of dollars
was awarded the job to construct a new paved entrancefiltée saved. This project is being funded by the Warfield
South Branch Park. This will allow us to close the existiRgvelopment Corporation. Dz

entrance next to the Weigh Station building which was diffi-

cult to navigate given that the building blocked the view of

]}ﬂldw‘i'&. é‘;tatign Holiday Traditions at The Station
ﬁ?‘.{ ' " 7618 Main Street ¢ Sykesville, MD 21784

BaldwinsStation.com
SANTA BRUNCH

Reservations 410-795-1041 Recommended

Christmas Eve | New Years Eve

welcomes Santa!!!

enjoy a delicious buffet brimming
with mouth watering, traditional brunch
menu items.

Aduits - only $21.95

Ages 6-12 - $12.95
5 & Under eat FREE

the reason for the season.

Serving Lunch ~ 11lam-3pm
Serving Dinner ~ dpm— Spm

L

Sunday, December 12
11am-3pm School is out, ‘PWC}’I
Join us for a special the shopping is done, Out with the Old, |
Buffet Brunch today is the time to Ring in the New!
as Baldwin’s Station relax and remember We're all “decked out” &

Chef Darrick Granad

(the REAL Santa, that is) Let us give you the gift has designed a fabulous
Santa chose Baldwin's Station, B
your favorite place for Sunday Brunch, of a perfect meal ~ Ce]ebrmm{] memn
to hear all about what you, togetﬁe;n Our staﬁ“w ready
your kids, and your grandkids . . #
want for Christmas this year. Jotr u‘;f or this to treat you like foy alty
And, while you're here, very important day. and welcome 2011

(luxuriously close to homel)
3 Serving dinner
K 4- 10 pm




Sykesvil |l e:

Our

Apple Butter Market Season

Comes To An End

big thank you to all who came out and participate

in this year's Apple Butter Markets! A very special
thank you to our Auxilliary Police Department and Mikej
Blair for always offering their volunteer services; a VER
BIG thank you to Council members Chris True, Frank
Robert, Julia Betz, Leo Keenan and especially lan Sha
joining me in our most successful season yet.

Santa Claus Is Coming To Town!

Merry Main Street ik
D ecember 4; 6prBpm, Sykes- ol

ville Main Street y
The Sykesville Annual Tree Light-
ing will take place downtown on
December 4th at 6pm. Shops will be
open until 9pm with specials galore.
Come downtown to meet and greet
Santa and your Mayor as he lights
the tree! Check the website for up-
dates and more info.

Sykesville Art And Wine Festival

Is Returning!

O ur 2nd Annual Art and Wine Festival will be back!
Juried Artists, Live Music, Wine and more. Stay

tuned for details on our website dralcebook page

Spring Is Just Around The Corner! Let's Clean Up Mair

Street!

Coming this Springgather with your friends and

neighbors and volunteer helping to clean up Main Streg

L

Ivy Wells, Main Street Mal

Special Note Of Thanks From vy Wells:

YA very warm thank you to those who sent me personal en

phone calls and Facebook messages over the last few

onths. Your words were an inspiration to me and I'm gratef

V1Rl in a Town with such wonderful people. | would also like

tooffer myappreciation to our Main Street business owners ar
Mayor and Town Council for their continued support.

Main Street Revitalization Program

~ Coming Soon

Main Street needs our hel@et involved and learn

more about how you can make a difference in your own
community.

What is the Main Street Approach?

he National Trust for Historic Preservation has
developed adoint approach that strives to

strengthen the economic potential of traditional main
streets and neighborhoods. This approach emphasizes
the importance of working simultaneously in the follow-
ing areas:

1 DESIGN:Enhancing the physical appearance of the
commercial district by rehabilitating historic buildings,
encouraging supportive new construction, developing
sensitive design management systems, anrgtong
planning

2t!f  ORGANIZATION: Building consensus and coop-

Painting, landscaping, trash pick up, etc. Great for scoyt- eration among the many groups and individuals who

ing troops! Date TBD. Emaily @sykesville.rfer more
info and please check the website for updates.

Sykesville Main Street Facebook

have a role in the revitalization process

T PROMOTION: Marketing the traditional commer-

cial district's assets to customers, potential investors, new
businesses, local citizens and visitors

N ot a friend to Sykesville Main Street yet? What ar¢ § ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING: Strengthening
you waiting for? Updates on events downtown, Resthe district's existing economic base while finding ways to

taurant and Retail Promotions,

dates about police activity in
town, traffic concerns and a
general sense of community.
Oh, and 54 LOL comments

quake caused.
www.facebook.com/sykesville

: ! expand it to meet new opportunities and challenges from
Special Facebook specials, Up- outlying development

Don't let our Main Street deteriorate........ We can
bring new life to our historic downtown. Anyone, no
about the devestation the earth- matter where you live, can get involved. All are wel-
come. Emailivy@sykesville.net
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Sykesville Police Department

Chief John R. Williams, Jr.

Snow Emergency Routes
Cell Phone Laws
ffective October 1, 2010, new
ell phone laws went into ef-
fect for Maryland drivers. In addi-
tion, since October 2009, Maryland

drivers have been banned from text
messaging while driving.

I members of our community need to be aware o$tiosy

emergency routewithin our town. During a declared snow
emergency thereri® parkingon these designated routes. Parking
on these routes is both a violation of State Law, as well as To
Ordinance No0.146. The Sykesville Police Department will bg
enforcing these laws during a snow emergency.

Fines for texting and driving can be
as higb @asn$5Q0|andatexting is awi
primary offense. This means a po-

These laws allow for the removal of the violating vehicle at
owner s expense and for the
ranging from a minimum of $100.00 to $500.00. As you can s@&

these violations carry serious consequences. We are providing the lice officer can pull over a driver for
community with a list of our snow emergency routes: that reason alone.
Ordinance No. 146 The new cell phone law prohibits all Maryland drivers from using
Designation of snow emergency routes: a cell phone without a hanflse device.
Second Avenue (from Oklahoma Road to intersection at
Spout Hill Road) Outside of these activities, driver is not permittedouch their
Obrecht Road phone The law goes further by prohibiting all use of cell phones
Spout Hill Road by school bus drivers and dri ve
Third Avenue The law does have an exception if the driver needs to call for help
Springfield Avenue (Route 851) in an emergency situation. Additionally, the law is a secondary
Main Street offense, meaning the driver cannot be ticked for cell phone use
Jennifer Way unless the driver is pulled over for another reason. The punish-
Oklahoma Avenue ment is a $40 fine for the first ticket and $100 after that.
Norris Avenue
Sandosky Road Please, if you must use your cell phone while driving, make sure
Harlan Lane you use a blue tooth or another hafrée device.

Kalorama Road
All of us can be easily distracted when driving as we converse with
It is the policy of the Sykesville Police Department to enforce tl@ssengers / children, listen to the radio, deal with traffic issues,
snow emergency violations as follows: ponder over issues at home and
more distraction and keep both hands on the wheel.

&5

8§ Any motor vehicle found to be in violation will
be issued a citation. NO EXCEPTIONS. Be safe!
8§ Any motor vehicle found to be blocking traffic
will be towed and owner given a citation.
§ First offense (class B violation) parked in viol@ANTA VISITS SYKESVILLE!
tion. Town Citation $100.00 fine, owner must
remove vehicle. Each year Santa visits Sykesville and this year is no exception.
§ Second offense (class C violation) parked in Saturday, Decembel’ ghe police will escort Santa on a fire
violation. Town Citation, owner must remove truck as he makes his appearance on Main Street at 6:00 pm. We

vehicle. A fine of $250.00 welcome you and your family to join us for this fun evening.
§ All subsequent violations (class D violation)
parked in violation. Town citation vehiclewilSant aés vi sit will cause some

be towed at owner 6s enMaieSireethetweenChirchiSaeet@nd Sgngogky Road .

Please take time to notice the location of our snow emerdi@éage plan ahead, arrive early and get a great spot to see
routes and plan accordingly. Your cooperation goes along vi&anta Come To Town
making for a safer community.

6



Public Saftey

2 b and cause damage to your car,wheeled device. Also, dress in reflective clothing, place reflective
M personal injuries and at times, tape on your helmet, wear reflective armbands or carry a small
..l even fatalities. A study con- handheld light. Do what you and your family members can do
ducted by an affiliate of the In- to be seen.
surance Institute for Highway Safety concluded animal collisions
are nearly three times higher during the month of November. We also ask motorists to limit distractions while driving and to
be cautious while driving through our community.
Deer activity or movements increase in the fall. The hunting
season and harvest time disturb the deer population and, asPéease be safe.
result, deer activity increases. In addition, we have entered the
deennating season that occurs in October, November and De@jotor Vehicle Thefts
cember.

his is the time of year deer Please use and wear the safety equipment such as a helmet, re
/‘GM and motor vehicles collide quired by law, when riding a bicycle, skateboard, scooter or any

(As the holiday shopping season approaches, | cannot empha-
To prevent collisions with deer, we encourage you to reduce y size enough that all packages and valuables should be re-
speed on roads and hi ghways movedRanyoucchrdpefore att enti on to fan
crossingo signs; where ther egoiginto gooreesidérc@or , mo”— ol I ow
member, deer travel in herds and may suddenly appear out of Beher location. In addition,
where; be watchful. We ask all motorists to be aware of thgitease ensure all vehicles 2y
surroundings, especially during dusk and dawn. secure in order to deter u
wanted activity. Leaving
Below are some preventive tips if you spot a deer while driving:cars unlocked can lend itself
to a Acrime of opportunityo.

9 Honk your horn and flash your lights if a deer crossesyolrach year Athefts from motor v
path, do not swerve This action could place you in the pathofc ounty and state; this year 1is
oncoming traffic or fixed objects. omy.

9 Use your fouway hazard lights if you pull off the roadway; . )

this will alert other dri ver JeTeRE SOMgLps!Iwanpigsharqwityygu: n e sence .

9 If hitting the deer is inevitable, brake until the last secondl] ~Keep all valuables, packages and/or gifts out of sight. When
and then let off the brakes. This will raise the front end of youyou drive from store to store place all purchases in the trunk.
vehicle and decrease the likelihood of the deer being launché&le me mber ; fAdo not become a vic
into your windshield.

If you spot one deer crossing the road, remember; they travel iff  If you must keep purchases in your vehicle for a short pe-

herds. riod, keep them locked in the trunk; out of plain view.
If you observe a struck deer along the road, contact tfoné6t forget; keep your car | o
Sykesville Police Department at 4100857 long to become a victim of theft from motor vehicles.

Keep these driving tips in mind, share them with family and

friends and remember to drive defensively this holiday season. Following these tips should help diminish your chances of hav-
ing valuables and personal items stolen from your vehicle.

The month of November has seen a rash of thefts from motor
vehicles. To date, six separate incidents have been reported to
the Sykesville Police Department that occurred in the area of the
Jennifer Way corridor. In each case, the complainant believed
their vehicle was not locked. Please make sure your car is locked
whether it is parked on the street, in your driveway or garage.

Public Safety Reminder
Reflective Material

he recent time is the time of year we ad,
to shorter hours of daylight. We still, how

ever, attempt to maintain our outdoor recrea- Make it difficult to become a victim of opportunity.
tional activities such as jogging, walking, biking, skateboardinghould you observe any suspicious activity or individuals,
et c. For you and vyour c hidodactéhe SykesvilleaPoliee Departmenit imamediatelymmia k e s

family members wear bright color clothing made of reflectivé10) 798757.

materials. During hours of low light or darkness, a motorist may

not be able to see you, putting yourself at great risk of injury or

death. Wishing you a Happy and Safe Holiday Season!
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Sykesville Parks & Recreation

We arevery pleased with tigeogress of the new playground in Jones Park. It's nearly com-
pleteand ready for fun!

As winter approaches we will be evaluating our trails and parks for some much needed clean up
and renovation; including the removal of graffiti.

Belong to a Garden Group or Scouting Troop? Looking to help beautify our parks? We have many
projects available to scouts looking to earn Eagle badge and volunteer opportunities for students t
earn community service hours. |1 toés a wonder
live. Please call the Town House atZa38959

We are providing games to use while you enjoy the Town planseshoes, Ladder Ball, and Bocce Ball equipment are
now available for checkout. All equipment must be returned the next day if usedMuarrddgy and on Monday if used

on a weekendPlease call the Town House 4988959 for more information. The Town will charge a $25.00 deposit to
check out each game. Once you return the game a refund of the deposit will be issued. You must contact the Town to
firm your request.

Interested in our Parks and Trails? Join us! We'd love to have you! Our meetings are the 4th Thursday of the month, 7
at the Sykesville Town House.
Julia, Billy, Katie, Cole, Janet, Chris and Ivy

Town Events

hen was the last time yoecall visiting downtown Main Street in Sykesvi
MD to enjoy our signature holiday event? If you have to take a mome "
recallyour thoughts committed tmemory, it's been too long! Soaur store ““W\}“
frontswill be elegantlgreened with fresh evergreen ropbig,red bowsand
wreaths will be hung highith bright white lightgreatingour Victorianholiday Lo
atmosphere we are well known for.

\

visit with Santa. St. Paul's UMC will have hot food, beverages, bake sale, hq
bazaar with new and nearly new ornaments for sale and a silent auction. To
Squire Frederick will be joining our celebration.

Cork and Bottle Wine Shoppe, a cozy cottage filled withcharm, warmthlovely
gifts and choice windsr purchase. There will also be wine tasting on Saturday Decéinber 4

Don't forget tostop in the Visitor Centegouwill be greeted witbur famous Sykesvil@spitality were you can locatéormation

for upcoming events. The Visitor Center is selling quality fresh balsam wreaths and roping. They are selling qukedyllerhe Sy
Business Associatitias for purchase at the Visitor Center, our Historic Sykemviienents. There arein series and &"Jo arrive
any day now.

Many of ourbusinesses will have specgdasonal treats, and extended shoppdogs until 9:00 P.M.

Don't hesitate, make your plans now to join us, we are looking forward to seeing you!

Kindest Personal Regards,

Carol Felker, President
The Sykesville Business Association, Inc.
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Town of Sykesville Gate House Museum of History
Quarterly NewsletteiVol. 10 No. 4-Winter 2010

7283 Cooper Drive
Sykesville, MD 21784
4105495150

Once There Was a Bowling Alley

by Errol G. Smith, Curator
Itwassmeﬂlby todayds standards it was
very smafl just six bowling lanes com-
pared to the large bowling alleys of today early 1960s, because the
that have four times that many lanes. But ininserted picture appeared
the decades of the 1950s, 60s, and 70s Thein a county paper to mark its reopening in
Sykesville Bowling Center on Main Street 1964,

www.sykesville.net
Hours of Operation:

Wednesday & Friday

10 a.m-5 p.m. was a beehive of activity.
It was in a building about two doors away
Sunday Todd Brown r eme mb er sfrontheaFird Station gndain Sireet, and
1-4 p.m. paid either 10 cents or 25 centsagame,or |l i ke many of Sykesvil
maybe it was an hour, for setting the duck Street would be recycled a number of times.
pins. They would step on a peddle and shor®riginally it was an automobile garage with a
rods would come up through the floor so thesteep ramp for driving cars up to a second
Membership pins could be set over top them, guarantee- floor show room according to local resident

Renewal Time

December is our

annual anniversary

for asking our sup
porters to renew
their Museum
memberships. Th

annual member- | wayne Arring:
ship fee is $25 and BOU Sgld tfjety | .
applies to individu- o iquer. but | eer

als, couples, fami

lies or businesses.

Checks should be
made out to the

Gate House Mu- | them along
with their

seum and sentto| howling. For

the Museum at some reason,
possibly a

7283 Cooper
Drive, Sykesville,

e

ing that they would be evenly spaced, then Howard Smith. After the bowling center

the peddle would be tripped and the rods
would recede below the fldono automatic
pin setters in those days. Then the boys

closed, the building was turned into a restau-
rant called Crab Alley, and later another
owner renamed it the Fire Bell Restaurant,

would jump out of the way to avoid being hitprobably because of its proximity to the Fire

by the flying pins.

The bowling center had leagues, and also
counter service for the convenience of the
customers should they want a burger, hot

dog, or a soda.

House on Main Street. The building is still in
use today looking none the worse for the
wear. Like the Pool Hall and the Lyceum
Theater, the Bowling Center no longer exists
except in the memories of those who once

bowlers some
times did bring
their own

orefreshmentsod

and enjoyed

change in owr
ership, the cen

MD 21784. ter was closed
for a short ,
time in the Celius L. Brow(left)father of Todd Brown, and
the mayor Dr. Bernard McDoudaight)
9 Gate House Newslelt¢inter 2010



